
Chronology of John Bunyan’s Life1

 
May 23, 1627 Thomas Bonyon (also spelled Bonnionn), Jr. (1603-76) and 

Margaret Bentley (1603-44), John Bunyan’s parents, marry in the 
Elstow Church in Elstow, England. 
 

November, 1628 John Bunyan born in the parish of Elstow, Bedfordshire. 
 

November 30, 1628 John baptized in the Elstow Church. 
 

1630s John attends grammar school and then follows his father’s trade, a 
braseyer or tinker. 
 

June 20, 1644 Bunyan’s mother dies; buried in Elstow Churchyard. 
 

July, 1644 John’s sister Margaret dies; buried in Elstow Churchyard. 
 

August, 1644 His father marries Anne within a month of his mother’s death (his third 
marriage). 
 

November 30, 1644 He reaches the Army regulation age of 16. 
 

November, 1644 to July, 1647 Bunyan’s military service in the Parliamentary Army, about 2 ½ years. 
 

1647 John returns to Elstow to work as a tinker; lives in two different homes. 
 

Sometime between 1647 and 1650 John marries his first wife; no recorded details of her life or of their 
marriage; she brings two of her father’s books with her into the 
marriage including The Plain Man’s Pathway to Heaven by Arthur 
Dent (1601) and The Practice of Piety by Lewis Bayly (1612); four 
children are born to this marriage. 
 

January 30, 1649 Oliver Cromwell signs the death warrant and has Charles I 
beheaded. 
 

July 20, 1650 Bunyan’s blind daughter, Mary, is baptized in Elstow on this date; 
she was born in the little roadside dwelling in Elstow known as 
“Bunyan’s Cottage.” 
 

1650 St. John’s Church founded in Bedford; first pastor, John Gifford. 
 

Probably 1651 or 1652 Bunyan begins to come into Bedford from Elstow to listen to the 
preaching of John Gifford, a godly man who had been converted to 
Christ after he escaped imprisonment as a Royalist soldier; formerly 
a great drinker, gamester, and swearer, he turned to Christ and 
served Him faithfully for the rest of his life (five years). 
 

                                                 
1 M. van Os and G.J. Schutte, eds., Bunyan In England And Abroad (Amsterdam: VU University Press, 1990), p. 51: 
“The last forty years of Bunyan scholarship have seen a remarkable increase in our knowledge of his work and 
environment. In the absence of fresh sources what we know of his biography has not and probably cannot be much 
further advanced.” 
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1653 Bunyan is received into the membership of St. John’s; the roll of 
members has been kept from the foundation of the church in 1650, 
and Bunyan’s name appears on the list; Oliver Cromwell was named 
Lord Protector of the Commonwealth. 
 

April 14, 1654 Bunyan’s daughter, Elizabeth, is born in “Bunyan’s Cottage.” 
 

1653 to 1655 John Gifford disciples Bunyan, often in the dining hall of the 
Hospital of St. John the Baptist. 
 

Early in September, 1655 John Gifford dies, having pastored St. John’s for five years. 
 

1655 Bunyan moves to Bedford; in his day, the population is between 
1,000 and 2,000; during these early years in Bedford, his life is 
darkened by sorrow; first, he is very sick and thinks he will die; 
second, his wife dies (1658) and leaves him to be father and mother 
to four children, including his blind daughter, Mary. 
 

1655 Bunyan is asked to “to speak a word of exhortation” in their 
gatherings at St. John’s; his first preaching of the Word; God’s call 
becomes evident to him and to those who hear him. 
 

January 16, 1656 John Burton becomes St. John’s second pastor; a man of delicate 
health. 
 

1656 Bunyan becomes entangled in a controversy with the Quakers and 
writes his first book, Some Gospel Truths Opened According to the 
Scriptures, a little volume of about 200 pages, with a commendatory 
preface by John Burton. 
 

1657 Bunyan writes A Vindication of Some Gospel Truths. 
 

1658 Bunyan’s first wife dies; he writes Sighs from Hell, his work on the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus. 
 

September 3, 1658 Oliver Cromwell dies of malaria; his body is embalmed and secretly 
interred at Westminster Abbey on November 10, 1658; his son, 
Richard, succeeds to the position, but eight months later vanishes 
into private life again. 
 

1659 Bunyan marries his second wife, Elizabeth, who bears him three 
more children. 
 

May, 1659 As Bunyan preaches in Daniel Angier’s barn in Cambridgeshire, 
Thomas Smith, professor of Arabic, reader in rhetoric, and lecturer 
at Christ’s College at Cambridge University, walks in; he challenges 
Bunyan after the sermon and tells him he is not fit to preach the 
gospel, calling his preaching “a piece of presumption.” 
 

May, 1659 Bunyan publishes his fourth book, The Doctrine of the Law and 
Grace Unfolded. 
 

May 29, 1660 King Charles II enters London and begins his reign on his 30th 
birthday. 
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September, 1660 Pastor John Burton dies. 
 

Autumn, 1660 St. John’s church building is taken away from the congregation by 
the Restoration of King Charles II. 
 

November 12, 1660 Bunyan holds a conventicle (an illegal religious meeting) at the little 
hamlet of Lower Samsell, by Harlington, about 13 miles south of 
Bedford; magistrate Francis Wingate issues a warrant against him, 
that if he persists in preaching, he will be arrested; he is arrested at 
night and the constable and Bunyan stay nearby until morning when 
they depart for Bedford on foot; his wife Elizabeth is pregnant with 
their first child; the news of his arrest causes her to go into labor for 
8 days; the child dies. 
 

November 13, 1660 Francis Wingate puts Bunyan in the Bedford jail (two interesting 
notes: 1) the names of the Wingates die out at Harlington, all three 
sons of Sir Francis pass away childless; 2) all the relatives of Sir 
Francis, the Wingates, Woodwards, and the Jenningses, lie sleeping 
at the very foot of the steps leading up to those bronze memorial 
doors given by the Duke of Bedford in honor of Bunyan himself). 
 

2nd week of January, 1661 Bunyan appears for trial in the Palace of Justice (the Chapel of 
Herne) in Bedford; he is indicted for “devilishly and perniciously 
abstaining from coming to church to hear divine service, and for 
being a common upholder of several unlawful meetings and 
conventicles to the great disturbance and distraction of the good 
subjects of this kingdom, contrary to the laws and distraction of the 
good subjects of this kingdom, contrary to the laws of our sovereign 
lord the King.” 
 

2nd week of January, 1661 Bunyan is taken to the county jail by the jailer; Bunyan gives a 
parting look at the judge and says, “I am at a point with you; for if I 
were out of prison today, I would preach the gospel again tomorrow, 
by the help of God!” 
 

April 23, 1661 The coronation of Charles II; in honor of the event, many in jail look 
for royal clemency and receive it; Bunyan does not. 
 

August, 1661 Three times Bunyan appeals for a hearing in open court through his 
wife; Sir Matthew Hale and the other judges reject her appeals. 
 

1661-1672 Bunyan’s twelve-year imprisonment; he is allowed occasional free-
dom; supports his family by making shoe laces; he preaches to those 
in prison with him, some of whom are his fellow church members. 
 

1661 He writes Profitable Meditations, his first prison book and his first 
of poetry. 
 

Spring, 1662 Bunyan makes another strong appeal to get his case brought to court 
without success. 
 

1663 Samuel Finn and John Whiteman are elected pastors of the Bedford 
Church. 
 

1663 He writes Praying in the Spirit. 
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April 17, 1663 Bunyan writes his third prison book, Christian Behaviour, with the 
words “John Bunyan, a Prisoner of Hope” on the title page. 
 

1663-65 More works from Bunyan’s pen: Serious Meditations on the Four 
Last Things, Ebal and Gerizim, two poetic works, The Holy City 
(1665), The Resurrection of the Dead (1665), and Prison 
Meditations: Dedicated to the Heart of Suffering Saints and 
Reigning Sinners (1665); the Great Plague of 1665 devastates 
London, and even touches Bedford, with no fewer than forty people 
dying on the north side of the river; over 100,000 people die of the 
Plague. 
 

1666 He writes Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners, his spiritual 
autobiography; about this time, he also has a few weeks’ brief 
release from his imprisonment. 
 

1666 Bunyan imprisoned once again; Charles Doe, the comb-maker who 
came to know Bunyan in the last three years of his life through 
hearing him preach, tells us, “A little after his release they took him 
again at a meeting, and put him in the same gaol (jail), where he lay 
six years more;” we know less about this second imprisonment than 
we do the first; in his first, he writes no less than 9 books; in his 
second, only two: his Confession of Faith (1672) and A Defence of 
the Doctrine of Justification by Faith (1672). 
 

September 2, 1666 The Great Fire of London breaks out of a baker’s shop in Pudding 
Lane and destroys 80% of the city, including over 13,000 homes, 89 
churches, and 52 company (guild) halls. 
 

1672 Pastor John Whiteman dies. 
 

January 21, 1672 Bunyan is elected pastor of the Bedford church. 
 

February 10, 1672 Bunyan accepts the pastorate of the Nonconformist Church, though 
still in jail. 
 

March, 1672 Bunyan may have been released as early as March, even before the 
general pardon is issued. 
 

1672-1675 Bunyan’s three years of liberty; exercises pastoral duties in 
Hertforshire, Cambridgeshire, and Bedfordshire; nicknamed “Bishop 
Bunyan”; still occasionally works as a tinker. 
 

May 9, 1672 Bunyan is licensed as a teacher under Charles II’s “Declaration of 
Indulgence”; a friend of the congregation of St. John’s, which has 
been without property for twelve years (meeting in houses, in fields, 
in woods), purchases an orchard in Mill Lane on which there is a 
barn; the barn is licensed as their place of meeting. 
 

August 20, 1672 The barn is sold to John Bunyan and his friends in the church; for the 
next sixteen years of his life, this barn is the center of Bunyan’s 
activity. 
 

September 13, 1672 The general pardon under which Bunyan is released from jail is 
witnessed on this day at Westminster in London; the pardon is 
extended, as required by law, so that Bunyan’s name appears 11 
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times and spelled 4 different ways: Bunyan (5); Bunnyan (3); 
Bunnion (2); and Bunnyon (1). 
 

November 16, 1672 Bunyan’s son, Joseph, is baptized. 
 

1673 Bunyan writes Differences in Judgment about Water Baptism. 
 

February 3, 1675 The ascendancy of the Danby Administration and the withdrawal of 
the Nonconformist licenses to preach and to meet for worship; the 
King’s proclamation is signed on this day. 
 

1675-76 Bunyan is imprisoned for six months in the Bedford jail, the latter 
half of 1675 and early part of 1676; writes Pilgrim’s Progress when 
he is 47 years old. 
 

1675 Bunyan writes Peaceable Principles and True and Light for Them 
That Sit in Darkness; he writes The Strait Gate in prison. 
 

1676 Bunyan’s father dies and is buried on February 7.  
 

March, 1676 Bunyan publishes Instruction for the Ignorant, which is written in 
prison in 1675. 
 

February 18, 1678 The Pilgrim’s Progress is licensed for publication in London; it is 
printed in small octavo on yellowish-grey paper, from apparently 
new type, and extends to 232 pages in addition to title, author’s 
apology and conclusion. 
 

1678 Bunyan writes Come and Welcome to Jesus Christ. 
 

1679 Bunyan publishes A Treatise of the Fear of God. 
 

1680 Bunyan publishes The Life and Death of Mr. Badman as a sequel to 
The Pilgrim’s Progress; Bunyan’s father’s wife, Ann Bunyan, dies 
and is buried in Woolen on September 25. 
 

1682 The Holy War is published. 
  

1683 Bunyan publishes his sermon on The Greatness of the Soul. 
 

1684 Bunyan writes The Second Part of The Pilgrim’s Progress at the age 
of 55. 
 

January 1, 1685 The Second Part of The Pilgrim’s Progress is published. 
 

1685 Bunyan publishes The Perpetuity of the Seventh-day Sabbath and a 
discourse on the parable of The Pharisee and the Publican. 
 

February, 1685 Charles II dies from complications following a stroke. 
 

December 23, 1685 Bunyan, to protect his family in the event he is imprisoned again, 
conveys all his worldly wealth by a deed of gift to his “well-beloved 
wife, Elizabeth Bunyan.” 
 

1686 A Book for Boys and Girls is published (also called Country Rhimes 
for Children in Verse on Seventy-four Things). 
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April 4, 1687 James II annuls a long series of statutes, and suspends all penal laws 
against all classes of Nonconformists with the appearance of the 
Declaration of Indulgence. 
 

1687-1688 Bunyan preaches to large crowds (up to 3,000) in London, in the 
town’s meeting-house on Zoar Street, Southwark (on or near the site 
of the Globe Theatre); is asked to leave Bedford for London with the 
appeal of more money and greater influence, but refuses with, “I 
dwell among mine own people.” 
 

March 25 to August, 1688 Bunyan publishes no fewer than five books, including The Jerusalem 
Sinner Saved, The Work of Jesus Christ as an Advocate, Discourse 
of the Building, Nature, Excellency, and Government of the House of 
God, The Water of Life, Solomon’s Temple Spiritualised, and The 
Acceptable Sacrifice.  
 

August, 1688 Bunyan sets out on horseback for Reading for the two-fold purpose 
of preaching and to seek to reconcile a father with his son, a 
neighbor of Bunyan in Bedford; the mission was successful: “the 
father was mollified, and his bowels yearned towards his returning 
son”; Bunyan proceeds to London, a journey of some forty miles in 
driving rain; carries a manuscript for publication with him, The 
Excellency of a Broken Heart. 
  

About the middle of August, 1688 Arrives at the home of his London friend, John Strudwick, a grocer 
of about 34. 
 

August 19, 1688 Bunyan preaches his last sermon at Mr. Gamman’s meeting, near 
Whitechapel, twelve days before his death; his text is John 1:13; the 
sermon is printed from the notes of one of the people who heard him 
preach; the last words of the sermons were these: “Be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation. Consider that the holy God is your Father, 
and let this oblige you to live like the children of God, that you may 
look your Father in the face with comfort another day.” 
 

Between August 19 and 31 Bunyan was sending through the press the early sheets of his latest 
book, The Acceptable Sacrifice, “showing the excellency of a broken 
heart, and the nature, signs, and proper effects of a contrite spirit”; 
text is Psalm 51:17. 
 

August 21, 1688 On Tuesday, after preaching on Sunday, he has an extremely high 
temperature and is sweating profusely; Strudwick’s pastor, George 
Cokayn, tells us that he bore his sufferings “with much constancy 
and patience; and expressed himself as if he desired nothing more 
than to be dissolved and to be with Christ, in that case esteeming 
death as gain, and life only a tedious delaying of felicity expected; 
and finding his vital strength decay, having settled his mind and 
affairs, as well as the shortness of his time and the violence of his 
disease would admit, with a constant and Christian patience, he 
resigned his soul into the hands of his most merciful Redeemer, 
following his pilgrim from the City of Destruction to the New 
Jerusalem; his better part having been all along there, in holy 
contemplation, pantings, and breathings after the hidden manna and 
water of life.” 
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Friday, August 31, 1688 John Bunyan dies at the home of his London friend, John Strudwick; 
he leaves 16 unprinted manuscripts behind him, including a 
somewhat lengthy commentary on the first ten chapters of Genesis 
and a pocket concordance which must have taken him some time to 
prepare. 
 

Monday, September 3, 1688 Bunyan is buried in Strudwick’s vault in Bunhill Fields, Finsbury. 
 

September 4, 1688 Bunyan’s church in Bedford enters the following in their Church 
Book: “Wednesday 4th of September was kept in prayer and 
humiliation for this Heavy Stroak upon us, ye Death of deare Brother 
Bunyan. Apoynted also that Wednesday next be kept in praire and 
humiliation on the same Account.” 
 

1688 Charles Doe works to preserve Bunyan’s books for the generations 
to come; he had followed Bunyan as Boswell followed Johnson; “I 
was acquainted with him but about three years before he died, and 
then missed him sorely.” 
 

1692 Elizabeth Bunyan, John’s 2nd wife, dies. 
 

May 21, 1862 Bunyan’s tomb in Bunhill Fields restored and dedicated; Rev. 
Charles Spurgeon speaks at length in City Road Chapel in the 
afternoon as it is too wet to hold anything but a brief service at the 
grave. 

  
November 10, 1922 The rededication of the restored tomb after sixty years exposure to 

the elements; service held in the Wesley Chapel across the street 
from Bunyan’s grave. 
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